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phasized cultural links between the Arabs and Chinese Muslims,
The Chinese Premier Chou en-lai, for instance, during a visit to
the UAR in 1964, emphasized "the unity of the ancient civiliza-
tion of China embodied by the Great Wall and the Egyptian civi-
lization symbolized by the Pyramids9'."0 China's support for the
Arabs was also manifested in her condemnation of "American
support" and "aid" to Israel and of "criminal acts committed by
Israel." It should be noted, however, that China's interest in
the Middle East were not identical with those of the Soviet
Union.71 Unlike the latter China did not have global security
worries, and any fundamental change in the Middle East was
unlikely to have much impact on her. On the other hand, the
Soviet Union, as also the United States, were directly involved
in this area. The lack of global commitments together with free-
dom for diplomatic manoeuvre gave China an advantage over
the Soviet Union. Chinese support for the Arabs, for instance, was
total and therefore embarrassing to the Russians who were more
cautious in their approach.
Realizing Russia's handicaps, Brezhnev and Kosygin adopted a
flexible and less doctrinaire approach in dealing with the Middle
East, Criticism of Arab socialism, a marked characteristic of the
latter period of Khrushchev's regime, was muted and distinc-
tions between "scientific" socialism and their variants in the under-
developed areas were blurred. Stress was now given to the re-
Straits and the long frontiers in Central Asia. See W*A.C. Adie, "China's
Middle East Strategy", The World Today, August 1967, p. 318.
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71 The basic difference in approach between China and the Soviet Union
lay in the Soviet desire for peaceful co-existence, detente with the West
and peaceful settlement in areas of tension so as to prevent local wars
from escalating into a general one, and the Chinese stress on the fight
against imperialism and armed struggle as a means of achieving their aims.
A further difference was the Chinese refusal to compromise with the "im-
perialists'* in national liberation wars.
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